Make a difference
for
Multiple Sclerosis

2019 Comedy Night

Sponsorship Package
JOIN US ON SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2019
TO HELP

STOP MS IN IT’S TRACKS
Featuring:
Erica Sigurdson

Look us up at:

mad4ms.ca

Proceeds raised by MAD4MS are used to support MS research in Saskatchewan.
The ground-breaking discoveries of Dr. Michael Levin at the Multiple Sclerosis
Clinical Research Centre in Saskatoon are showing promise to help prevent and
reverse the debilitating effects of this disease.
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MAD4MS Comedy Night
Thank you for your interest in the MAD4MS Comedy Night. We are so excited about our project and the
difference we will make in the lives of MS sufferers in Saskatchewan and around the world. Your
interest in the event and the cause inspires us and we want to thank you for your support.
This year, our 3rd annual MS fundraiser will be held on September 6th, 2019, at the Gordie Howe Sports
Complex. We will be selling 300 tickets and have contracted two amazing comedians to perform.
Erica Sigurdson is a Canadian comedian, writer, producer, and
haberdasher. Sigurdson is a two-time Canadian Comedy Award
nominee, a Leo Award-winning comedy writer and is regularly
featured on CBC Radio’s smash hit The Debaters. She has been
performing stand-up across Canada for ten years, has travelled
to Afghanistan to entertain the troops and was a semi-finalist in
the Seattle International Comedy Competition. She is a ninetime repeat guest on the Maximum Fun show Stop Podcasting
Yourself.

Erica Sigurdson
Our opening act is Velina Taskov, a native of Australia
now living in Kelowna who has only been on the
comedy scene for a few short years, however she was a
definite highlight in this year’s Just For Laughs North
West Comedy Tour in Vancouver in February.
Velina Taskov
We are blessed to have Eric Breker, a native of Humboldt and a wellknown actor in TV, movies and stage in Vancouver, as our MC for the
event.
Of course, we will likely have our friends from Don’t Mind Us Improv
Comedy show up and
steal the show again.

Eric Breker

It promises to be a blast!
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About MAD4MS
Our story was quite simple but took a bit of a complex turn this year. Our best friend Mark suffers from
MS and has been in the relapsing-remitting stage for 27 years. If this disease turns to the progressive
stage, his life will be forever changed as people in the latter stage can lose mobility, suffer excruciating
pain and eventually succumb to the
disease. We want to avoid that at all
costs. So, to do our part, we joined
Mark at the MS Society’s Waskesiu
Bike Tour every year for the last 5+
years. Two years ago, one of our
spouses said she was tired of us
asking friends for handouts and since
Mark is a comedian, why not put on
a comedy night to raise money. We
went from idea to event in less than
two weeks. With the help of the
brilliantly funny Don’t Mind Us
Comedy team of Mark Schweighardt
and Lee Bells, we raised over $5000
our first year which was not bad. The second year we raised over $12,000 from the event and an
additional $5,000 in donations and had a great time with comedian Kelly Taylor. This year we got a
jump on our organizing and also started to research where the funds were going. We were a bit
surprised that less than 20% of money raised by the MS Society went to research. Don’t get us wrong,
they do a great service in raising awareness and conducting fund raising events, but we thought it would
be interesting to see if there was something in Saskatchewan that we could provide 100% of our funds
to - after all, Saskatchewan has the highest per capita incidence of MS in the world.
After a few phone calls we came face to face with Dr. Michael Levin who is a Neurologist and the
Research Chair for MS in Saskatchewan. His research has discovered a potential cause for the disease in
2016 and he is now working on a way to reverse the effects. If he is successful, the effects of MS could
be significantly reduced and possibly eliminated.
Over the last few months we have created a new organization called Make A Difference Philanthropic
Services Inc. We are currently applying for charitable status with the CRA so we can provide tax receipts
to donors. But we need your help to raise desperately needed funds for Dr. Levin and his team.
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STOP MS IN IT’S TRACKS - Become a Sponsor
We are inviting your company to become a part of the MAD4MS Comedy Night as a sponsor. This is a
great opportunity for your company to promote a positive brand image with a demographic that is fun,
outgoing and a unique part of our great community. Our invitation to become a sponsor is limited to
organizations who share our values of maximizing contributions to local research to find a cure for MS.
Our goal is to continue to grow this event in the coming years to over 500 attendees and donate over
$100,000 per year to MS research in Saskatchewan. With growth from 94 to 300 attendees in the past
two years we are well on our way to really Make A Difference 4 MS.
As a sponsor in 2019, you will be an integral part of supporting our great Saskatchewan researchers as
we get closer than ever to finding a cure. A new discovery in multiple sclerosis research, nerve cells in
the brains of MS patients contain stress granules that appear to contribute to nerve cell death, could
lead to improved treatment of the disease.
“While the cause of these abnormal stress granules in people with MS is not
entirely clear, we do know it is related to the body’s immune response and to a
molecule called interferon-gamma, in particular. This discovery could pave the
way for research into new drugs that could break down these abnormal stress
granules and potentially slow or reverse the course of MS,”
Dr. Michael Levin, 2018
To aide in the search for the cause of these stress granule’s, Dr. Levin and his team need an important
piece of equipment called a flow cytometer. This amazing technology will help the research team get
very detailed, coloured, three-dimensional pictures of cells at the molecular level. If they can compare
healthy cells of non-MS patients with those of MS patients, they will begin to understand what is causing
these cells to be under stress. Then
they can begin developing a means
by which to remove or block the
stressor and allow the nerve cells the
time they need to regenerate and
become healthy again.
Although flow cytometers have been
around for several years, the model
illustrated here allows researchers to
get the best views of individual cells
that have ever been produced. The
cost of the unit is just over $100,000
and with your help they could be
using it as early as this fall.

Figure 1 - State of the Art Flow cytometer with high resolution 3D Colour
Graphics

We would be honored to meet with you to discuss the potential of your company or group becoming a
sponsor and we would love to discuss how we could make this event a show to remember.
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Sponsorship Opportunities
MAD4MS Title Sponsor (we are hoping for a three-year commitment):
The Title Sponsor will match event ticket sales net proceeds to a maximum or $25,000 in year one,
$35,000 in year two and $50,000 in year three. The Title Sponsor would also receive:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exclusive title sponsor of MAD4MS Comedy Night.
Company name included in association with event name (e.g. Company Name MAD4MS
Comedy Night) in all media, social media, written communication and print materials.
Industry sponsorship exclusivity – no other sponsors at the ROFL or LOL levels will be allowed
within the same industry as the Title Sponsor (any pre-existing sponsors in the same industry
will not be renewed in the following year and for the remainder of the Title Sponsorship period).
Opportunity to speak at the event (maximum of 5 minutes).
Opportunity to display company banner at the event on stage
Company name and/or logo in a premier position on all posters, web page, Facebook page, tshirts or other marketing and/or advertising materials.
Two VIP reserved tables for 8 in front row, with complementary dessert and sparkling wine
Recognition at all media events and during comedy night.
First right of refusal to renew title sponsorship.
The services of Don’t Mind Us Comedy for one corporate event over the next 12 months (first
year only - $3500 value)
16 complementary T-shirts for guests of the event
We will worship the ground you walk on!!!

Kelly Taylor says:

“Become a Sponsor and
Make A Difference!”
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Roll On the Floor Laughing (ROFL) Sponsorship
The ROFL Sponsor will match funds raised by our 50/50 draw and Balloon Pop prize lottery to a
maximum of $5000. This sponsorship will also entitle the sponsor to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inclusion of logo on all event print and marketing materials in secondary position
Recognition on MAD4MS website and Facebook pages in secondary position
Company recognition by event MC from the podium
Opportunity to display company banner at the event adjacent to stage in primary position
One VIP reserved table for 8 in front row, with complementary dessert and sparkling wine
Our undying love and gratitude!

Laugh Out Loud (LOL) Sponsorship
LOL Sponsor(s) will provide a donation of $2500 for the event and will be entitled to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Logo on event posters in a tertiary position
Company recognition by event MC from the podium
Opportunity to display company banner at the event adjacent to stage in secondary position
Recognition on the MAD4MS website and Facebook pages in tertiary position
Tertiary positioning of company logo on event print materials including T-shirts
Reserved table for 8 in first or second row
Hugs if you are open to such things!

Don’t Mind Us
comedians Lee
Bells and Mark
Schweighardt
think hugs are
great!!
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About Dr Michael Levin and his team
Most people living with MS get worse over time. The medical term for worsening disease is
‘progression’. Recently, the MS Research team at the U of S discovered that damaged nerve cells in the
brains of persons with MS contain ‘stress granules’. Damaged nerve cells lead to progression. Under
normal conditions, stress granules can protect nerve cells from becoming damaged. With MS, the stress
granules stay too long in nerve cells, thereby damaging them. Our team’s next steps will be to discover
why stress granules in the nerve cells stay too long and design medicines that either dissolve the
abnormal stress granules or switch the damaging stress granules to one’s that protect nerve cells. In
doing so, we can halt progression and stop MS in its tracks!
Michael C. Levin, M.D. is the Saskatchewan Multiple Sclerosis Clinical Research Chair and Professor of
Neurology and Anatomy, Physiology and Pharmacology and at the University of Saskatchewan in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
Dr. Levin received his Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry with special honors at the George
Washington University in
Washington D.C. It was at ‘GW’
where Dr. Levin began his
research career studying the
role of thymic peptides in
nervous system infections. He
completed his medical degree
at the Pennsylvania State
University. To acquire greater
depth into neuroscience
research, Dr. Levin took a year
sabbatical from medical school
to study central nervous
system control of hypertension
at The Salk Institute under the
direction of Drs. Max Cowan
and Paul Sawchenko. Understanding that clinical expertise was equally important as experience at the
bench, Dr. Levin completed his residency training in neurology at The New York Hospital/Cornell Medical
Center – Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York City. Drs. Fred Plum and Jerry Posner
mentored him during his residency including while he was chief neurology resident during his final year
of training. In order to apply both his basic science and clinical skills to a neurological disease, Dr. Levin
spent four years working in the Neuroimmunology Branch – the translational research group specifically
focused on MS - at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland.
Subsequently, Dr. Levin was recruited by the University of Tennessee Health Science Center and Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Memphis, Tennessee, to create both a clinical and research program in
MS. Being fortunate to be mentored by some of the greatest leaders in neurology and neuroscience,
afforded Dr. Levin the foundational skills required to develop a vision for translational research in MS.
Clinically, Dr. Levin follows more than 500 MS patients, his work has been recognized by the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society for the first ever clinical trial in MS in Memphis, has been elected into the Best
Doctors in America database from 2005-18.
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Professor Levin has received more than 25 awards for academic excellence. Professor Levin’s research
into the pathogenesis of MS includes work in molecular mimicry and neurodegeneration. His work has
been published in The New England Journal of Medicine, Nature Medicine, Annals of Neurology,
Neurology and the Journal of Comparative Neurology. His research has received national recognition
from the American Academy of Neurology & the Society for Neuroscience. Dr. Levin teaches residents,
graduate and medical students and was awarded the University of Tennessee Golden Apple Teaching
Award.
Most recently, Dr. Levin was recruited to the University of Saskatchewan as the inaugural Saskatchewan
Multiple Sclerosis Clinical Research Chair. He joins a team of scientists and physicians including Drs. Val
Verge, Katherine Knox, Bogdan Popescu and Ilia Poliakov, with the ultimate goal of creating a worldclass MS center in Saskatchewan with an international reputation for clinical research excellence.
Dr. Levin is married to his lovely wife for more than 25 years, Dr. Audrey Zucker-Levin, an academic
physical therapist. He has two strappingly handsome sons and is an avid sailor and scuba diver.

To help with this great event and support MS Research in
Saskatchewan, please contact any of us by calling:
Mark Schweighardt, President (306) 241-8172
Jeff Dumba, Treasurer (306) 716-2243
Jeff May-Melin, Secretary (306) 536-7481
Tony Mak, Vice President (306)-220-1851

Look us up at:

mad4ms.ca
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